Bible Studies

Daniel (13)

The Ram and the Goat

Daniel 8:1-27

Introduction


It’s amazing how many political and historical dreams and visions Daniel had. Maybe because he was himself a statesman, God chose to reveal these facts to him. Also I believe that Daniel had an intense interest in the future of his people – the Jews. He, along with them, had been taken exile into Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom. Probably he wondered if his people would ever have a true home again. Had God abandoned them? Paul wrote about this hundreds of years later when the question once more arose. I can remember this same question being voiced during World War II when Hitler was slaughtering Jews by the thousands. Rom. 11:1-5 When critics try to tear down the historicity of the Bible, they have a tough time when they come to Daniel whom God used to exactly foretell the history of future kingdoms – even to the distant kingdom of Anti-Christ!

Read Dan. 8:1-12

I. The vision 

A. This vision came to Daniel in the third year of Belshazzar’s reign – 2 years after the vision of chapter 7. Perhaps Daniel was wondering and asking God what would become of this Babylonian Kingdom now led by the decadent Belshazzar. In his vision Daniel saw himself in the capitol city of Susa beside the Ulai Canal. He saw a ram with 2 horns standing beside the canal. One of the horns was longer than the other though it grew up later than the smaller one. The ram charged toward the west, the north and the south, but not toward the east. No animal could stand against him and no one could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great. 

B. Suddenly Daniel saw a goat with a large horn between his eyes. He came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. He charged the ram in great rage, attacking him furiously and shattering his 2 horns. The greatness that had characterized the ram now belonged to the goat. Previously, none could escape from the ram's power; now none could escape from the goat. The ram was powerless and couldn’t stand against him. The goat trampled him to the ground. Then the goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off. In its place 4 horns grew up toward the 4 winds of heaven.

C. Out of one of those horns came another horn which started small, but grew in power toward the sooth and east and toward the Beautiful Land (Israel). The small horn grew until it reached heaven, throwing down some of the starry host and trampling them. It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host. It took away the daily sacrifice and brought His sanctuary low. Because of the rebellion of God’s people, the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to this powerful horn-person. It prospered in everything it did, and because of it truth was thrown to the ground. This part of the vision anticipated the rise of a ruler who would subjugate the people and land of Israel, desecrate her temple, interrupt her worship, and demand for himself the authority and worship that belongs to God.

Read Dan. 8:13-19

II. The angels

A. Next Daniel heard 2 angels speaking. One of them asked how long it would take for this terrible experience to be completed – that is, the rebellion, the surrender and desecration of God’s temple, and the persecution of God’s people. The angel told Daniel that it would take 2300 evenings and mornings. After that the sanctuary would be reconsecrated. While Daniel was watching this vision and trying to understand it, he saw someone standing before him who looked like a man. However, he wasn’t a man, but the angel Gabriel. Luke 1:19; 26-27 Then he heard another voice that sounded like a man’s voice, telling Gabriel to explain to Daniel the meaning of the vision. That voice commanding God’s powerful angel Gabriel was no doubt the voice of the Son of God.

B. When Gabriel came close to Daniel, he was terrified and fell down prostrate. Daniel had already been frightened by all the scary things he had seen. Now he was truly terrified by this powerful angel. Gabriel told Daniel that the vision concerned the time of the end. Daniel describes himself as being in a deep sleep with his face to the ground. Probably he was actually unconscious. Gabriel touched him and raised him to his feet. Gabriel told Daniel that he was going to tell him what would happen later in the time of wrath. It had to do with the end times. He said the end would come at the appointed time. Hab. 2:3 God is the sovereign Ruler of the times of man. Only He can decide when the appointed time is. We would like to know exactly when things will happen and how. God only reveals to us what He wants us to know. For the rest we must trust Him!

Read Dan. 8:20-27

III. The interpretation of the ram & goat

A. Gabriel explained that the 2-horned ram represented the kings of Media and Persia. Remember that Daniel had this vision 11 years before the episode in chapter 5 when Belshazzar saw the handwriting on the wall and was killed by the invasion of the Medes and Persians. Maybe this is one reason that Daniel was able to easily interpret the handwriting on the wall. He already knew from 2 of his visions that the Babylonian Kingdom would be conquered by the Medo-Persian Kingdom. The ram represents the same kingdom as the bear which was lop-sided. Dan. 7:5 So, with the ram, one horn was larger than the other, indicating that the Persians were stronger than the Medes in their combined kingdom. It’s interesting to remember that Esther, the Jewess, was Queen of that great Empire, and that Mordecai, her cousin, was second to King Xerxes. Esther 10:3

B. The goat of this vision is the same as the winged leopard in the last vision. Dan. 7:6 Both represent the Kingdom of Greece. The goat’s prominent horn is the first king, Alexander the great. We can envision his great power and accomplishments by rereading Dan. 8:5-7. What would happen to him? In Dan. 8:8 we see that at the height of the power of the Grecian Empire, this horn was broken off. Alexander the Great died of malaria and alcoholism at the age of 32! It seems that the conqueror of the world was not able to conquer his own lust for alcohol! So it goes with the great men of this world who do not honor the God who made them and who gave them their kingdoms. 4 horns then emerged, replacing the one great horn that was broken off. This refers to the 4 kingdoms into which the Grecian Empire divided. Since Alexander the Great had no heirs to follow him in the leadership of the Grecian Empire, 4 of his generals were appointed as kings of the 4 kingdoms. But the kingdom had lost its great power.

IV. The interpretation of the small horn

A.
In the latter part of the reigns of these kings, when rebels had become completely wicked, a small horn would take over the kingdom which would include Israel. This small horn would be a master of intrigue. He would become very strong, but not by his own power. I believe his power would come directly from Satan, the one who has always hated God and His people. He would cause astounding devastation and would be successful in whatever he did. In Dan. 8:10 it says he threw down some of the starry host and trampled on them. Gabriel interprets that by saying that he will destroy the mighty men and the holy people – God’s people, the Jews. 

C. He would cause deceit to grow. In fact Dan. 8:12 says that “The truth was thrown to the ground.” This little horn would consider himself superior to all. Though the people would feel secure – probably because of the promises he would make to them – he would destroy many of them. In fact, he would even take his stand against the Prince of princes, who is none other than the Son of God. He would do this by taking away the daily sacrifice and bringing God’s sanctuary low. Dan. 8:11 What is the final outcome of all this treachery and rebellion against God? He will be destroyed, but not by human power. 

V. Who is this man?

A. Now we want to know who this man is who is pictured in Daniel’s vision. Here we have divided opinions between Biblical scholars. Some believe that he was Antiochus IV Epiphanes who came to power in 175 BC, almost 400 years after this vision given to Daniel. Others believe that this man is the great Anti-Christ of the end times – the little horn with the boasting mouth of Dan. 7:8. I believe that they are both correct  - that this prophecy has 2 fulfillments as many other prophecies do. It seems to be fulfilled in Antiochus, and yet its greater fulfillment will be in the Anti-Christ. Antiochus was like a picture of the great Anti-Christ to come. I believe that history gives us several foreshadowings of the evil of Anti-Christ. John wrote about this in I John 2:18-22. There have been big Anti-Christs like Antiochus and Hitler and Stalin, but there are lots of smaller Anti-Christs around, too. And some of them may turn out to be quite powerful.

B. Antiochus grew in power to the south by defeating Egypt, then turning to Israel. He subjugated the Jews, desecrated the temple, and plundered the temple treasury. Later he attacked and burned Jerusalem, killing multitudes. He refused to allow the Jews to follow the Law of Moses, worship on the Sabbath, make sacrifices, etc. He ordered the Jews to offer unclean sacrifices and eat pork, or be killed. His desecration was to last 2300 evenings and mornings. Dan. 8:14 The total days would be 3 years and 70 days when using the Jewish calendar. This is the period of time from Antiochus’ desecration of the temple until the restoring of the temple by Judas Maccabees. 

C. Even though Antiochus literally fulfilled these prophecies, it seems clear that they also look beyond him to the distant future, and the coming Anti-Christ. Dan. 8:26 Antiochus set himself up against God by doing what he did to the temple and God’s people. He paid part of the price when he died insane in Persia in 163 BC. But the ultimate price will be paid for eternity! When the Anti-Christ of the end times comes, he will stand against the Prince of princes, who is of course, Jesus Christ. From Antiochus we can learn some things about the coming desecration of the last Anti-Christ. 1.) He will achieve great power by subduing others. (v. 24) 2.) He will be a master of intrigue and deceit. (v. 23, 25) 
D. 3.) He will rise to power by promising false security. (v. 25) 4.) He will be intelligent and persuasive. (v. 23) 5.) He will be controlled by another - that is, Satan. (V.24) 6.) He will be the enemy of Israel and will subjugate and persecute the Jews. (V. 24-25) 7.) He will rise up in opposition to the Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ. (v. 25) 8.) His rule will be terminated by divine judgment. (v. 25) It seems clear that there is a dual reference in this prophecy – to Antiochus Epiphanes who fulfilled it over 2000 years ago, and to the great Anti-Christ who is yet to come. It refers especially to Israel and God’s people, the Jews. They suffered under Antiochus, but their suffering will be even worse under the Anti-Christ.

Conclusion


This vision of the suffering of his people totally exhausted Daniel, so much that he was sick for several days. He was appalled at the vision and felt it was beyond understanding. Maybe he wondered how God could allow such suffering to come to his people. Prophecy, like Daniel and Revelation especially, is hard to read and harder to think about. It’s good to remember that neither the Anti-Christ nor Satan himself can take anything unless it is given over to them. Dan. 8:12; Job 1:12; 2:6 All is in God’s hands to do with as He chooses. And we are safe in His hands as long as we stay there! It’s interesting that under the Anti-Christ’s rule truth will be thrown to the ground. (v. 12) When Satan prospers the first thing to go is truth! That’s why it’s so important to stay in the truth – of God’s Word and Jesus Himself! As we face the end we must buckle the belt of truth around everything, eliminating all falsehood, all deceit and all hypocrisy. Eph. 6:14

