Bible Studies

Daniel (2)

The Dream

Daniel 2:1-23

Introduction


Why had God allowed Daniel and his 3 friends to be taken away from their Jerusalem home and taken as captives to Babylon? Had God forsaken them, or did He have special plans to use them in that foreign, pagan kingdom? As we take up the story of Daniel again, we find that God had decided that it was time for Daniel to be elevated to a place where he could personally impact Nebuchadnezzar, and, in time, the entire kingdom. But Daniel had to pass through the valley of the shadow of death before his elevation. The Lord decided to use the same method He had used with Joseph. When Joseph was old enough and God had him ready, He gave dreams to the servants of Pharoah who were in prison with Joseph. Gen. 40:6-8 Two years later, God gave Pharoah a dream which was the cause of Joseph’s release from prison and elevation to the throne. Gen. 41:15-16, 44 Here God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream. The Lord used this method to elevate Daniel and his friends to positions of leadership.

Read Dan. 2:1-12

I. The King calls the wise men

A. Nebuchadnezzar had dreams. He was troubled and couldn’t sleep. So he summoned his “wise men”. Who were his wise men? There were magicians – a general word referring to those who practice the occult. Enchanters may have been those who used incantations or special words in exorcising demons. Sorcerers were those who could cast a spell or curse on someone. Astrologers were a priestly class in the Babylonian religion who depended on the stars to reveal secrets to them. Today astrologers can supposedly tell you what you should or should not do according to the stars. The wise men who searched for Jesus may have been astrologers who knew that the new star in the sky had to indicate the birth of a king. Diviners used various methods to tell people’s fortunes, like looking at the lines in your palm or using tealeaves or cards. Some of these are still practicing their ways in our world.

B. The King relied on people like this to give him answers to his questions. He considered them wise. But God warned His people through Moses not to follow any of these practices which were done by the nations living in Canaan whom they conquered. Deut. 18:9-13 King Nebuchadnezzar had classified Daniel and his 3 friends in this category of “wise men” because in wisdom and understanding they were 10 times better than his other “wise men”. The King did not yet understand that their wisdom came from God, not from secret practices involved with evil spirits. When he called in his wise men, however, Daniel and his friends were not among them. The king told his collected wise men that he had had a dream and he wanted to know what it meant. Sometimes dreams do have special meanings, but often they don’t. Eating pizza before bed can also give you dreams!

II. “Tell us the dream”

A. The astrologers flattered the King by saying, “O King, live forever!” Then they told him to tell them his dream and they would interpret it. Evidently, the King did not entirely trust them. Maybe he had had experience before telling them a dream or vision he had. Maybe they came up with their interpretation, but it didn’t prove correct. He was wise enough to understand that anyone can interpret what they hear, but it is not necessarily the truth, but only their own imagination. So he decided to give them the acid test: tell both the dream and its interpretation. Now it is was true that they were in touch with the gods as they claimed, and the gods had given him the dream, they should have been able to get this information from the gods. The problem was that this dream was from God Almighty, not their gods or demons. The King analyzed the situation correctly: if you can’t tell me the dream just as I remember it, it means that you have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things. He was right! That’s what sorcerers, magicians, diviners, etc. do.

B. We see here what kind of power the kings had in those days, and their heartlessness toward their people. Nebuchadnezzar said if they didn’t tell him his dream and interpret it, he would cut them in pieces and turn their houses into rubble. Ezra 6:11 On the other hand, if they did what he asked, he would give them gifts, rewards and great honors. This is the kind of dictator that Daniel had dared to defy by not eating the food from his table! But Daniel’s action was prompted by and supported by God Almighty. These “wise men” were on their own, and they were in trouble. The King told them that they were trying to gain time. He was giving them a test to see if they could actually tell something unknown – by magic or spells or the stars or some other way. The King did not relent. He had decided that they must prove their abilities by telling him the dream that he already knew. He had come to the conclusion that they had conspired together to tell him misleading and wicked things hoping that the situation would change.

C. The wise men began to accuse the King of unfairness and unreasonableness. “No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing!” Maybe that was true. Then they said, “What the King asks is too difficult.” Then they came to some almost correct thinking. They said that no one could reveal it to the King except the gods, and they don’t live among men. They were right, except that they didn’t know the one true God, and they didn’t know that He does “live” among men. He reveals to us whatever He wants us to know if we are humble before Him and willing to listen. If these men truly believed in their gods and stars, why couldn’t they ask them to reveal this secret? Isa. 41:22-24 The King was so furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men in the kingdom. This is typical of the unreasonable decisions of the kings of the past. This is the kind of thing that caused Nero to burn Rome and then accuse and slaughter the Christians.

Read Dan. 2:13-23

III. Daniel’s plea to Arioch & the King

A. The problem was that Daniel and his 3 friends were counted among the wise men, so men were sent to look for them to put them to death. Now Daniel and the other 3 were in imminent danger. I’m sure that Daniel knew Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, who had been given the distasteful job of killing all the wise men in the kingdom. Daniel spoke up, not just begging for his life, but reasoning with Arioch with wisdom and tact. Daniel seemed to really know how to act in these difficult circumstances. He had known how to respectfully approach Aspenaz (Dan. 1:3, 8-9) and here he does the same with Arioch. Daniel asked him why the King had issued such a harsh decree. Arioch told him what had happened, then Daniel asked the King for time so that he might interpret the dream. But Daniel didn’t know the dream or the interpretation. He said this in faith, trusting that God didn’t want the wise men killed, and that He had given the dream for a good reason.

B.
Daniel had taken two steps so far. 

1.) He asked information in a tactful way. 

2.) He interceded with the King for time on the basis of his faith in God. Now he takes step 3. 

3.) He explained the situation to his friends and asked them to pray. He asked for prayer for mercy from God  - that He would reveal the mystery, and would spare their lives. Jer. 33:3 Step 4 was taken by God. 

4.) God revealed the dream and its interpretation to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel took steps 5 and 6. 

5.) He worshiped and praised God , first of all for His great Person, and secondly, for His great works. 

6.) Daniel acted on what had been revealed.

B. Perhaps this is a helpful outline of how to discover the will of God when making a major decision.

1.) Find out as much as possible about the situation and conditions surrounding the choice, seeking information wisely and tactfully.

2.) Believe that God will reveal His will, and give Him time to do it.

3.) Ask people to pray that God’s will will be revealed, and the life of your family will be blessed.

4.) God will show you His will as He has promised.

5.) Worship and praise Him for what he has done.

IV. Daniel’s song of praise

A. Daniel’s song of praise first concentrates on God’s character – who He is. Daniel’s heart overflows with praise to the Name of God forever and ever. Do we sometimes take for granted God’s great Name and how He reveals His will to us? What are God's characteristics – especially in regards to His plans and will? He has wisdom and power. He knows what is best and He has the power to bring it about. He changes times and seasons, depending on what He wants to accomplish. He sets up kings and deposes them. Earthly powers are nothing compared to Him. He sets up and brings down, according to His purposes. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. James 1:5 God is willing to give out His wisdom and knowledge, but not to everyone. The wise and discerning are like Daniel, ready to listen to God and accept and act on His revealed will.

B. God is able to reveal deep and hidden things. The things hidden in the future or in the heart of man are not hidden to God. When He chooses He can reveal them. He knows what lies in the darkness because light dwells with Him. The darkness is only dark to us, not to Him. Psa. 139:11-12 Once more Daniel’s heart overflows with praise, remembering the vital relationship of God with his fathers. He is a personal God – the God of Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Next Daniel thanks God for His gifts. “You have given me wisdom and power”. Daniel began this song of praise by worshiping God for His wisdom and power. Now he acknowledges the gift of these qualities to him. Wisdom and power are what we need to be able to fulfill God’s plan for us.

C. Daniel concludes his song of praise by thanking God for making known to him what he asked – the dream of the King. It seems that the Lord had many purposes for giving the King that dream. One was to bring the King to helplessness so that he would seek Daniel’s help. Another was to force Daniel to trust God and seek His help. He also showed Daniel through this experience that God had gifted him to be able to interpret dreams. God was using this circumstance to exalt Daniel and bring him into a special relationship with the King. Besides that, the message of the dream lives on today, as we will see in our next lesson.

Conclusion


What do we do when we are in difficult circumstances? Do we panic? Do we say, “Where is God now?” Daniel and his friends were faced with death. The decree of the King would be carried out and they would die unless God intervened. God did intervene as He so often does, but Daniel and his friends had to do their part. Are we willing to trust God even when we can’t see how it will end? God may choose not to save our lives. Is our confidence in His character strong enough to carry us through whatever He may choose? (Illus: I was studying the book of Daniel in 1998 just 1 month before I found out that I had cancer. I thought I was well and strong. I had planned to go to the US with Sandy to meet all my old friends in churches around the country. I was going to say good-by to them because I would retire that year and would no longer be able to visit the churches as I had for 36 years. A few days before we were to leave the Dr. told me I needed an immediate operation for cancer. It was not easy, but my confidence was in God and I trusted Him with my life or death.) We may go through severe tests in the future. Let’s be ready and resting in the will of our loving Father. Psa. 16:8

